[Antiherpetic chemotherapy].
Acyclovir has changed the concept of anti-herpetic chemotherapy by its mechanism of action and clinical efficacy. Idoxyuridine, vidarabine, and acyclovir have been used for herpes simplex virus and varicella-zoster virus infection for two decades in Japan. Varaciclovir and famciclovir which are the prodrugs of acyclovir and penciclovir, respectively, will be added to the choice of anti-herpetic chemotherapy. This review introduces their mechanism of action and their comparative characteristics in chemotherapy, and the new development of anti-herpetic drugs.